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Ryan guilty
A Juror's View

"I feel a little wiser now. ... I think I saw an up-close view of
real life, how government works.'

Ex-governor's Reaction

"This decision today is not in accordance with the kind of
public service that I've provided to the people of Illinois over
40 years.'

The Appeal

Attorney Dan Webb said, "I can promise you we will file an
appeal.’

April 18, 2006 | By Matt O'Connor and Rudolph Bush, Tribune staff
reporters. Tribune staff reporter David Heinzmann contributed to this
report.
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George Ryan Sr., a consummate political dealmaker who rose to
become Illinois' 39th governor, was convicted Monday on sweeping
federal corruption charges of wielding power to help himself and his
friends.

After a historic, marathon trial, a federal jury in its 11th day of
deliberations found Ryan guilty on all 18 counts of steering state
business to cronies for bribes, of gutting corruption-fighting efforts to
protect political fundraising and of misusing state resources for
political gain.

Ryan's co-defendant, lobbyist and longtime friend Lawrence Warner,
was also found guilty on all 12 counts against him.

Ryan's lawyer, Dan Webb, signaled an appeal was certain and would
focus on U.S. District Judge Rebecca Pallmeyer's decision to oust two
jurors eight days into a first round of deliberations for concealing
arrest records during jury selection in September. She added two
alternates and ordered deliberations restarted.

U.S. Atty. Patrick Fitzgerald called Ryan's quashing of investigations
into the sale of driver's licenses for bribes as secretary of state "a low-
water mark for public service."



In brief remarks after the verdict was announced, Ryan said he was
disappointed with the jury's decision but confident that he would be
vindicated on appeal.

"I believe this decision today is not in accordance with the kind of
public service that I've provided to the people of Illinois over 40
years," Ryan told a throng of reporters as he left the Dirksen U.S.
Courthouse.

Reached later by telephone, Warner, who made more than $3 million
on the insider deals, said he was unprepared for the guilty verdicts.

"I've been trying not to have negative thoughts," Warner said. "I
honestly thought I would walk."

With the verdicts, Operation Safe Road has snared 75 convictions,
ranking it with Operation Greylord, the 1980s probe of judicial
corruption, as the most successful federal investigations in modern
Chicago history in reach and significance.

The conviction marked a stunning fall from grace for Ryan, the third
former governor to be convicted of wrongdoing in Illinois history. A
onetime legislator from Kankakee, he rose to House speaker before
holding statewide office for 20 consecutive years as lieutenant
governor, secretary of state and governor. He gained international
renown in 2003 for commuting the death sentences of condemned
inmates in Illinois.

Federal law-enforcement authorities expressed confidence the jury's
decision would be upheld on appeal.

Jury looked at "totality of case’

"This case was tried witness by witness, piece of evidence by piece of
evidence, and it was only by looking at the totality of the case that the
true picture could be shown to this jury," said Assistant U.S. Atty.
Patrick Collins, in charge of the prosecution. "And that was a picture of
corruption at the highest levels of government."

The deliberations have played out over more than a month amid
controversy. After the Tribune discovered last month that two jurors
had apparently concealed their arrest records during jury selection in
September, Pallmeyer excused them, added alternates in their place
and ordered deliberations to start over again.

By then the original jury had deliberated eight days. There were were
signs of personal rancor during those deliberations and after a note had
indicated "personal difficulties" among jurors, the judge responded in
writing by asking jurors to treat one another with "dignity and respect."

The defense sought a mistrial, suggesting that one or both of the
excused jurors had been holdouts for Ryan.

The legal arguments in that dispute took place behind closed doors, and
Pallmeyer hasn't released edited transcripts of those hearings yet.



Though the judge lifted a gag order following the verdicts, lawyers in
the case declined to discuss those closed-door discussions since they
remain under seal.

In a rare press conference involving jurors, six of the panelists spoke
Monday of the grueling experience of serving more than half a year and
said testimony by a series of secretary of state employees proved crucial
to their verdicts. Most of the corruption occurred during Ryan's two
terms as secretary of state in the 1990s.

Later, one of the excused jurors, Evelyn Ezell, called the trial "a
miscarriage of justice" and criticized other jurors for jumping to
conclusions early.

Pallmeyer's courtroom quickly filled to capacity after word of the verdict
was announced about 10:10 a.m, just 40 minutes after jurors resumed
deliberations after a three-day layoff.

The reading of the verdicts was delayed until about 12:20 p.m. in part
because Ryan's defense team made a last-ditch argument in the judge's
chambers over allegations that a juror had improperly discussed the
case with an outsider, said a source familiar with the matter.
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The issue arose after a caller to a radio talk show, identifying himself
as a dry cleaner owner named "Dennis," claimed last month that a
juror had talked about the case with him. Pallmeyer said last week she
had conducted a brief inquiry into the matter.

The verdicts were a resounding victory for the prosecution. The jury
found Ryan guilty on all 18 counts of racketeering conspiracy, mail
fraud, lying to the FBI, obstructing the Internal Revenue Service and
filing false tax returns. Warner was convicted on all 12 counts of
racketeering conspiracy, extortion, money laundering and evading
cash-reporting requirements.

Ryan faces as much as 10 to 15 years in prison under federal
sentencing guidelines, veteran criminal-defense lawyers said. But his
prison term could be substantially lower because of his age--72--and
his lengthy public service.

Pallmeyer scheduled sentencing for Aug. 4.

The judge must also still decide if Ryan and Warner must forfeit at
least $3.1 million as well as properties Warner owned in Joliet and
Bellwood that were sites of lucrative leases.



The heart of the indictment charged that Warner and three other close
Ryan friends--Arthur "Ron" Swanson, Donald Udstuen and Harry Klein-
-pocketed a combined $4.77 million in sweetheart state deals
engineered by Ryan in return for vacations, gifts and other benefits to
the former governor and his family.

Ryan was also convicted of diverting state resources and staffers to
half a dozen political campaigns, including his 1998 election as
governor; steering a lucrative lease to Klein after arranging for Klein
to secretly pay him back for annual vacations at Klein's Jamaican villa;
and sharing in hidden payments from the 1996 presidential campaign
of former Sen. Phil Gramm.

Prosecutors also pounded hard at the fact that Ryan's handpicked
inspector general scuttled numerous investigations into the selling of
driver's licenses for bribes by secretary of state employees under
pressure to peddle Ryan's political fundraising tickets, endangering
public safety.

In a 1994 memo to Ryan, Scott Fawell, his top aide, recommended that
investigators be brought in who "won't screw our friends" by looking
into the sale of fundraising tickets--evidence Collins on Monday called
"the closest thing to a smoking gun in the case."

A month before Fawell's infamous memo, Dean Bauer, Ryan's inspector
general and longtime friend, blocked an investigator from looking into
a Wisconsin wreck that killed six children of Rev. Duane "Scott" and
Janet Willis, a horrific tragedy that came to symbolize the licenses-for-
bribes scandal.

Convicted of lying

While much of the corruption came in his tenure as secretary of state,
Ryan was also found guilty of misconduct as governor for lying to
federal authorities in three interviews; leaking the selection of a state
prison site to Swanson, who improperly profited on the tip; and
arranging a lucrative make-work lobbying deal for Swanson with the
public agency that runs McCormick Place.

Warner's lawyer, Edward Genson, said he also plans to appeal the
verdict.

Warner questioned what role Ryan's controversial death-penalty stand
played in the trial's outcome, though Pallmeyer barred mention of the
issue at the trial.

"How much of it goes back to letting people off Death Row?" Warner
said. "I feel that must have had a tremendous impact, even though it
was downplayed."

WHAT OTHERS HAD TO SAY



"Today's verdict proves that no one is above the law. And just as
important, it proves that government is supposed to exist for the good of
the people, not the other way around, and certainly not for the personal
enrichment of those who hold public office. That's why it is altogether
fitting and proper that on tax day, the Ryan jury made it clear that the
people come first."

--GOV. ROD BLAGO]JEVICH

"Now that the jury has spoken, it's time for all of us to move forward
with a renewed commitment to honoring the public's trust by upholding
the highest standards of honesty and integrity in government.

"We can begin that process by ending pay-to-play politics, eliminating
no-bid contracts, restricting the influence of lobbyists, and increasing
transparency in political campaigns and the business of government.
Most importantly, we can lead by example in promoting a culture in
Illinois that celebrates accountability, openness, and the truth."

--STATE TREASURER JUDY BAAR TOPINKA

"There's an enormous sense of vindication, and there's also a sense of
relief. This has been a part of my life for almost a decade, and this will
provide much-needed closure for me.

"I had anticipated that it would be sort of a mixed bag, guilty on some
counts and not others. But I'm relieved because had there not been a
conviction that people might have used that as an excuse that it was just
politics as usual. But since there was a conviction and that will be his
legacy, I'm hoping that will deter these kinds of things from going on in
the future and hopefully restore some faith in government."
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--TAMMY RAYNOR, WHISTLE-BLOWER IN LICENSES FOR BRIBES
"It's a huge black eye for our state, and it's sad and disappointing."
--HOUSE GOP LEADER TOM CROSS

"I feel badly for the entire Ryan family. I feel badly for all of them. But 1
feel bad for the state too. George, George, you know, he had a lot of
years of good service to the state. I think it's a shame to see it end this
Way n

--FORMER U.S. REP. GLENN POSHARD,

WHO LOST TO RYAN IN THE 1998 RACE FOR GOVERNOR
The trial of George Ryan and Lawrence Warner

2005

SEPT. 19: Jury selection starts.

SEPT. 28: Opening arguments in trial of Gov. George Ryan and
codefendent Lawrence Warner begin.



SEPT. 29: Scott Fawell, former top political aide to Ryan and the
government's star witness, takes the stand for the first of 10 days of
testimony.

OCT. 11: Under questioning by the defense, Fawell says he doesn't
believe that he or Ryan committed any crimes and says he has no
"bomb" to drop on Ryan.

OCT. 24: After attending the trial, Janet and Rev. Duane "Scott" Willis,
six of whose children were killed in a 1994 highway accident that
sparked the Operation Safe Road probe, say there must be justice for
the children.

NOV. 8: Prosecutors seek limits on questions by Ryan's attorney, Dan
Webb, charging that he abused the truth.

NOV. 17: Former Sen. Phil Gramm, a onetime presidential hopeful,
refers to Ryan as a political prostitute. Prosecutors allege Ryan
pocketed more than $100,000 in consulting fees for Gramm's
campaign in Illinois.

DEC. 8: Donald Udstuen, Ryan's former top adviser, testifies that
Warner, once told him he would "take care of George."

DEC. 13: The battle between attorneys turns bitter when Assistant U.S.
Atty. Patrick Collins takes offense to Webb's suggestion to jurors that a
prosecutor and FBI agent had coerced a key witness to change his
recollection of events.

2006

FEB. 6: Testimony by a secretary of state employee reveals that Ryan
was given several thousand dollars from employees as Christmas gifts,
including about $12,500 in cash during his last weeks as governor.

FEB. 22: After weeks of speculation, Ryan declines to testify. The
defense rests its case.

MARCH 27: Amid deliberations, Judge Rebecca Pallmeyer dismisses
two jurors after a Tribune investigation finds that both failed to
disclose arrest records. She replaces them with alternates.

APRIL 17: The reconstituted jury finds Ryan guilty on all 18 counts
against him. Warner is convicted on all 12 counts.

Source: News reports
Chicago Tribune
mo'connor@tribune.com

rrbush@tribune.com
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